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In the matter of

To: The Commission

REPLY COMMENTS

1. Metromedia Paging Services, Inc. (liMPS"), by its attorney,
hereby files its reply comments in support of commenters who
recommend that the Commission adopt its proposed rules in the
above-captioned proceeding which would increase the maximum
effective operating power of paging stations operating in the 931
MHz band pursuant to Part 22 of the Commission's Rules, 47 U.S.C.
Section 22.1, et~. Specifically, MPS supports the Commission's
proposal to permit stations to operate at up to 3500 watts power at
any height.

2. MPS is one of the largest common carrier providers of
paging service in the United States and operates hundreds of 931
MHz band stations in over 70 MSAs in 20 states. Over its 931 MHz
band facilities, MPS offers numerous types of messaging services
including a broad array of numeric and alphanumeric services. As
a result of its experience in 900 MHz operations, MPS is highly
qualified to reply to comments in this proceeding.

3. MPS, as a member of Telocator, fully endorsed Telocator's
comments in this proceeding. As Telocator indicates, the proposed
rules will provide 931 MHz band licensees the flexibility necessary
to construct and operate wide-area and regional paging systems.
The proposed rule change will not only reduce costs to paging
licensees and provide better quality service to the public, but it
will also lessen the burden on the Commission's resources. Since
increases in output power will permit paging operators to use fewer
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transmitters, less applications will be filed for the Commission's
staff to process.

4. With one notable exception, all commenters support the
Commission's proposal.! What is notable about the exception is
that the obj ector, Utilities Telecommunications Council, ("UTC")
represents parties who do not operate stations in the 931 MHz band.
As demonstrated below, UTC's objections are totally unfounded.

5. UTC alleges without any supporting engineering
documentation whatsoever that allowing "non-nationwide common
carrier paging facilities in the 931 MHz band to routinely operate
at 3500 watts ERP ... is likely to cause significant interference to
adjacent channel multiple address systems (MAS)." UTC asserts that
since a large number of utilities and other private radio licenses
operate MAS systems in the 928 MHz and 932 MHz bands, operation at
3500 watts in the 931 MHz band will cause significant interference
to MAS operations. 2

6. UTC maintains that higher power 931 MHz operations cause a
reduction in the 928/932 MHz MAS range due to 1) receiver
desensitization, 2) transmitter noise and 3) intermodulation
interference. Although UTC offers no evidence in support of its
claims, it makes reference to the Commission's Memorandum Opinion
and Order in Gen. Docket 82-243, FCC 90-64, released March 15,
1990. According to UTC, "the Commission acknowledged the potential
for interference to MAS operations from paging operations in the
931-932 MHz band but declined to take any action." UTC's Comments
at p. 4.

7. First, in Gen. Docket 82-243, supra, neither the Commission
nor the parties alleged interference to MAS operations in the 928
MHz band. This is understandable because MAS 928 MHz band
operations are two MHz removed from the 931 MHz band!

8. Next, the potential interference issue addressed by the
Commission in Gen. Docket 82-243 referred only to frequencies along
the edge of the 931 and 932 MHz bands, not the entire 931 MHz band.
In this limited area of concern, the Commission held that
interference can be avoided if systems are carefully engineered.
rd. at para. 26. Moreover, if the Commission decides here that

1 Commenters supporting the Commission's proposal include
Telocator, Paging Network, Inc., PagePrompt USA, Pactel Paging and
Paging Division of McCaw Cellular Communications, Inc.

2 UTC has the audacity to state that present 931 MHz 3500
watt operations cause "excessive harmful interference" without
giving one example or citing a pending complaint that has been
filed with the Commission. The Commission should summarily reject
UTC's unsupported comments for lack of substantiation.
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there is some potential for interference from 3500 watt operations
at the edge of the 932 MHz band, it can condition grant of the sole
931 MHz channel located along the edge to be operated on a non­
interference basis.

9. Lastly, although UTC alleges interference to existing 932
MHz band MAS operations, to the best of MPS' knowledge the
Commission has yet to act on 932 MHz MAS applications. Thus, UTC
must be mistaken about the existence of "excessive harmful
interference."

10. One of the commenters' recommendations deserves special
consideration by the Commission. Paging Network, Inc. (" Pagenet")
recommends, among other things, that the Commission permit in-class
modifications for increased power on a permissive, non-notification
basis. As Pagenet demonstrates, such changes would not affect a
licensee's interference contour and, therefore, are minor in
nature. The benefit of not requiring that notification
applications be filed with the Commission would be the reduction of
the licensee's FCC filing costs and the costs to the Commission
from a reduced work load. For these reasons, the Commission should
adopt Pagenet's proposal.

11. In view of the foregoing, MPS urges the Commission to
adopt its proposed rule changes in CC Docket No. 93-116 as soon as
possible so that the benefits from higher power 931 MHz band
operations may be passed on to the public by Part 22 licensees.

Respectfully submitted,

METROMEDIA PAGING SERVICES, INC.

By:

Metromedia Paging Services, Inc.
c/o Southwestern Bell Corp.
1667 K Street, N.W., Suite 1000
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 293-8566

Date: July 1, 1993
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